English 11 AP		                          Name _________________________________
Mrs. Chapman			
Open Prompt “Speed Dating”

You will have a set amount of time to “get acquainted” with each prompt.  Examine its meaning, look into its deeper layers, and decide how to “make conversation” with it for a pre-write.  You don’t have to actually write the essay, just explore the concepts, brainstorming/questioning, and listing main points and concrete examples you had to write it. At the end of the set number of minutes, I will call time and you will pass the prompt on to the next student and receive a new one in turn.  After 30 minutes, we will stop and assess your responses.

BASIC RULES:
For the 1st prompt (10 minutes)
1. Read and ANNOTATE your prompt.  Determine the TASK that is being asked of you.  Identify SOAPS if applicable. *It is your job to take notes on the prompt and develop a deep understanding in order to guide the rest of your group in this activity! Don’t rush this part!
2. State your position (defend, challenge, qualify) on the concept in the prompt.
3. Write a THESIS STATEMENT for the prompt.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For the 2nd & 3rd prompts: (5 minutes each)
1. Read the prompt and the thesis statement you are given.
2. Add at least one piece of EVIDENCE in support of the thesis that has been written for you. 
Remember, evidence can be any of the following and must be specific:
· Reading: If you can think of a character that stands for an idea and can name the character and the novel, then use the character to prove the “guiding” quotation. (Ex: Atticus Finch and the concept of justice)
· Observation:
· Historical: This is an example from history.  (Ex: The American Depression and the idea of lost hope)
· Cultural: An observation can also be something you recognize in modern culture that stands for an idea. (Ex: Advertising during the Super Bowl and the idea of American gross consumption)
· Experience: Yes, you can use evidence from your own personal experiences, but it MUST stand for an idea (like a close friend moving away and the idea of loneliness – a common experience shared by many), and you MUST be specific when relating the experience.

For the 4th prompt: (5 minutes)
1. Read the prompt, thesis, and evidence that have already been written.
2. Now, write a COUNTERARGUMENT/CONCESSION statement.  State the opposing viewpoint and acknowledge one or more of its arguments; BUT, draw the attention back to your position with an “although” or “however” statement.

(Ex: Some might argue that not allowing minors the freedom to create personal webpages goes against the constitutional rights to free-speech; however, those rights are guaranteed for individuals over the age of 18 – at which point, he/she should have developed and learned how to effectively take responsibility for their actions and reputation.)
For your original prompt: (5 minutes)
1. Read and familiarize yourself with the evidence and counterargument/concession that has been written by your teammates in response to the thesis you wrote at the beginning.
2. Then, write a strong CONCLUSION (3 sentences or so) that summarizes everything and relates it to the real world. 

NEXT STEPS...  You will now join together with the people in your horizontal row (you should have all started/finished with the same prompt) to discuss, combine notes, and write a rough draft of an AP argument essay in response to your prompt.  Turn in the completed essay before you leave class today!  We will be reading, discussing, and scoring these in the next class! Good Luck!

Prompt 1:
[image: ]

    Position: _______________________________________________________________________________

Thesis: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 1:



Evidence 2:



Evidence 3:



Counter-Argument:



Conclusion:


Prompt #2:
[image: ]

Position: _______________________________________________________________________________

Thesis: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 1:



Evidence 2:



Evidence 3:



Counter-Argument:



Conclusion:




Prompt #3:
[image: ]
Position: _______________________________________________________________________________

Thesis: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 1:



Evidence 2:



Evidence 3:



Counter-Argument:



Conclusion:



Prompt #4:
[image: ]Position: _______________________________________________________________________________

Thesis: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 1:



Evidence 2:



Evidence 3:



Counter-Argument:



Conclusion:

Prompt #5: 
[image: ]

Position: _______________________________________________________________________________

Thesis: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence 1:



Evidence 2:



Evidence 3:



Counter-Argument:


Conclusion:


Which prompt do you think would be the easiest to write an essay on? ________

Which prompt do you think would be the hardest to write an essay on? _______
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2010 AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

Question 3
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

In his 2004 book, Status Anxiety, Alain de Botton argues that the chief aim of humorists is not merely to entertain
but “to convey with impunity messages that might be dangerous or impossible to state directly.” Because society
allows humorists to say things that other people cannot or will not say, de Botton sees humorists as serving a vital
function in society.

‘Think about the implications of de Botton’s view of the role of humorists (cartoonists, stand-up comics, satirical
writers, hosts of television programs, etc.). Then write an essay that defends, challenges, or qualifies de Botton’s
claim about the vital role of humorists. Use specific, appropriate evidence to develop your position.
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Question 3
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

‘The following passage is from Rights of Man, a book written by the pamphleteer Thomas Paine in 1791. Born in
‘England, Paine was an intellectual, a revolutionary, and a supporter of American independence from England. Read
the passage carefully. Then write an essay that examines the extent to which Paine’s characterization of America
holds true today. Use appropriate evidence to support your argument.

If there is a country in the world, where concord, according to common calculation, would be
least expected, it is America. Made up, as it s, of people from different nations, accustomed to
different forms and habits of government, speaking different languages, and more different in
their modes of worship, it would appear that the union of such a people was impracticable; but
by the simple operation of constructing government on the principles of society and the rights
of man, every difficulty retires, and all the parts are brought into cordial unison. There, the
poor are not oppressed, the rich are not privileged. . .. Their taxes are few, because their
‘government is just; and as there is nothing to render them wretched, there is nothing to
‘engender riots and tumults.
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Question 3
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)
Consider the distinct perspectives expressed in the following statements.
1f you develop the absolute sense of certainty that powerful beliefs provide, then you can get
‘yourself to accomplish virtually anything, including those things that other people are certain
are impossible.
William Lyon Phelps, American educator, journalist, and professor (1865-1943)

T think we ought always to entertain our opinions with some measure of doubt. T shouldn’t
‘wish people dogmatically to believe any philosophy, not even mine.

Bertrand Russell, British author, mathematician, and philosopher (1872-1970)

1n a well-organized essay, take a position on the relationship between certainty and doubt. Support your argument
‘with appropriate evidence and examples.
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Question 3
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

For years corporations have sponsored high school sports. Their ads are found on the outfield fence at baseball parks
or on the walls of the gymnasium, the football stadium, o even the locker room. Corporate logos are even found on
players’ uniforms. But some schools have moved beyond corporate sponsorship of sports to allowing “corporate
partners” to place their names and ads on all kinds of school facilities—libraries, music rooms, cafeterias. Some
schools accept money to require students to watch Channel One, a news program that i
schools often negotiate exclusive contracts with soft drink o clothing companies.

‘Some people argue that corporate partnerships are a necessity for cash-strapped schools. Others argue that schools
should provide an environment free from ads and corporate influence. Using appropriate evidence, write an essay

in which you evaluate the pros and cons of corporate sponsorship for schools and indicate why you find one position
more persuasive than the other.
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Question 3

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

Adversity has the effect of el

ting talents which in prosperous circumstances would have lain dormant.
—Horace

Consider this quotation about adversity from the Roman poet Horace. Then write an essay that defends, challenges,
or qualifies Horace’s assertion about the role that adversity (financial or political hardship, danger, misfortune, etc.)
plays in developing a person’s character. Support your argument with appropriate evidence from your reading,
‘observation, or experience.
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