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For the month of December, we will be participating in a “Reading Workshop” during English. The goal of this activity is to get you back to the basics of reading for fun. It doesn’t matter if you want to read Harry Potter or Jane Eyre, YOU get to pick.  You’ll still have to learn concepts like tone and voice, but instead of basing them on a book we read as a class, they will be applied to your book.  Instead of worksheets and quizzes, you will have a one-on-one conference with me to discuss your book. Your only homework will be to read at home, and our class time will include plenty of reading time too. 

For this unit, please choose a book that is:
· Fiction

· At least 200 pages

· Appropriate for a high school student (in content, reading level, etc.)
· Something you have not read before

· Not being read by another student in the class (First come, first served.)

· Approved by the teacher and your parent(s) (See attached “permission form”)

Before you begin:
· Spend some time researching books, talking to friends, reading reviews etc. You want to choose something that you are EXCITED to read.

· Complete the attached form and submit it (no later than Wednesday, 11/25)
Assessment:
· Completed book form (due 11/25) = 10 pts.

· Weekly “productivity logs” (due on 12/3 and 12/11) = 10 pts.

· Weekly teacher conferences (3 total) = 30 pts.
· Five mini-lessons / blog posts = 50 pts.
· Connotation/Denotation
· Allusions & Figurative Language
· Tone & Mood
· Irony
· Cultural or Social Function of Text
· Final index card review + “book talk” presentation (on Thursday, 12/17) = 25 pts.
As a final step, you will submit an index card (15 pts.) to be “catalogued” in the classroom with a brief summary and review of your novel.  It should include the title and author of you book (plus a photo of the book cover if possible) on one side, and a brief summary (being careful not to spoil the ending) and review on the other. In addition, please give a score for the book on a scale of 1 – 10 (10 being the very best book you’ve ever read, 1 being the worst) as well as a brief explanation of your score. Finally, tell whether or not you would recommend this book and to/for whom. This should be done neatly and professionally.

Book Talk (10 pts.): Prepare a 1-2 minute oral presentation introducing your book to the class.  You should have the book with you (a print-out of the book cover is also fine) and clearly state the TITLE and AUTHOR of your book at the very beginning of your presentation.  Similar to your index card review, please provide a short summary (careful not to give away the ending), a score for the book, and your overall thoughts on who would enjoy this book and why.

BOOK SELECTION FORM:

Due Wednesday, 11/25
Your Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Book Title:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Author: __________________________________________________________________________________

Number of Pages: ______________________

Year of Publication: ______________________


Why did you choose this book? What do you already know about it (from reading the back cover, reviews, or peer recommendations)? What are you hoping to learn or achieve by reading this book? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
​​​​

I have access to the above book and understand that I am responsible for reading this book in its entirety and completing the corresponding assignments independently by December 17th.
Student Signature _______________________________________________________________________

Dear Parent, 

I am excited to offer students the opportunity this semester to CHOOSE a novel that interests them, read it independently, apply concepts discussed in class, and complete thought-provoking assignments based on their reading.  Please note that, in order to make this work, students must obtain their own copies of the book (library or e-reader copies are fine) by Wednesday, 11/25.  In addition, since students have the freedom to choose any novel they want, please be aware that some of the content may be mature for the high school reader.  By signing below, you are indicating that you know what your child is reading and support that decision.  I look forward to hearing about your child’s experience!
Mrs. Chapman

I give my permission for my child to read the above listed book and understand the corresponding assignments.
Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________________________________
