English 9, 10, 11

Mrs. Chapman – BCAT


Socratic Seminar Question Writing Guide

PRE-SEMINAR QUESTION-WRITING: Before you come to the Socratic Seminar please be sure that you have thoroughly read the novel. Then, write TWO questions (at least 25 words each) AND provide answers for each of them (at least 50 words each). *You must include a direct quote, with page number, in either your question or your answer for each contribution. Type your questions and responses and print them to bring to class on Seminar Day (see below).
Use the following categories to assist you in creating quality questions: 

· WORLD CONNECTION QUESTION (text to world): Write a question connecting the text to the real world.  Example:  What social problems would you attempt to eradicate if you lived in the Puritan society?  How would you do this?  What form of government, if any, would your society use?  
· TEXT TO TEXT CONNECTION QUESTION: Write a question connecting the text to another text the class has read. Example: How does “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” correlate to The Crucible’s puritan beliefs?
· OPEN-ENDED QUESTION:  Write an insightful question about the text that will require proof and group discussion and "construction of logic" to discover or explore the answer to the question. Example: Why did the Giver opt to remain in the Community rather than leave with Jonas?
· AUTHOR’S CHOICE QUESTION: Write a question dealing with HOW an author chose to compose a literary selection.  How and why did the author manipulate point of view, characterization, literary techniques, etc. Example:  In The Giver, why is it important that the story is told through a limited omniscient narrator?  Why is diction important to the meaning and theme of the novel?
· UNIVERSAL THEME: Write a question dealing with a theme(s) of the text that will encourage group discussion about the universality of the text. Example:  Much of our reading this year has focused on the internal journey – or the individual quest for identity and meaning.  How is this theme reflected in the world today?
SEMINAR DAY: Bring your typed questions and responses to class (print before class).
In small groups --- 

· Take turns asking and answering each other’s questions.

·  EVERY group member must respond (even with just a couple of words) to your question before you share/read your response. See if anyone wants to follow-up when you are done! Take notes on your classmates’ responses to your questions!
· When your group has discussed all the questions, CHOOSE ONE (plus one back-up in case another group has a similar one) to present to the class for a brief whole-class discussion at the end of the block.
***Typed questions and responses are due at the beginning of class on ________________.
Each Question = 5 pts. / Each Answer = 10 pts. / Each Quote = 5 pts. / Discussion Notes = 10 pts.

TOTAL POINTS = 50 pts.

